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COASTAL EROSION — ALBANY 
Grievance 

MS R.S. STEPHENS (Albany) [9.35 am]: Today, I would like to grieve to the Minister for Transport about the 
ongoing coastal erosion in my electorate, particularly at Emu Point. As the minister will recall, when she visited this 
site, I was able to explain the significant and ongoing effects of erosion at Emu Point. I grew up living on the pristine 
coastline between Middleton Beach and Emu Point at Griffiths Street beach. Over the years, I have witnessed the 
loss of infrastructure, leasehold houses and the beach at Emu Point. 
As the minister saw when we visited the area, the well-used bike path is close to falling into the ocean and, as we 
discussed, the beach has become dangerous, with waves surging in and hitting the temporary sandbag groins. I told 
the minister a story about my daughter Maggie, who was playing in the water and was dangerously picked up by 
a surging wave and dumped onto the shore. As the minister would know, the Middleton Beach foreshore enhancement 
project is nearly complete and will include the construction of a promenade behind the very important seawall. 
The seawall was vital to this foreshore development to protect important assets, both physical and natural. 
Last week, I attended a community meeting with over 100 community members about the Albany surf reef project. 
This is a fantastic project to which the McGowan Labor government has committed $5 million. A significant amount 
of work has been undertaken to date, with compressive assessments and review undertaken by the UWA Wave 
Energy Research Centre, but work is ongoing. 
The community appreciates that coastal erosion has been considered in the design of the Albany artificial surf reef 
by using state-of-the-art modelling as well as a quantified conceptual model. Mitigating coastal processes is an 
extremely challenging area, as we all appreciate, but I would like to outline why it is so important to me. A 2017 
report found that the erosion risk for the beach and foreshore reserve is medium to high in the short term, increasing 
to extreme for the foreshore by 2090 due to its high community value. The need for management action at Emu Beach 
has been made clear through the high vulnerability identified in the coastal hazard risk management and adaptation 
planning process. I participated in many community forums and workshops as a councillor at the City of Albany. 
Ongoing erosion at the site has led to it being identified as an erosion hotspot in the Department of Planning, Lands 
and Heritage and the Department of Transport’s Assessment of coastal erosion hotspots in Western Australia 
report, which was released in August 2019. The hotspot report found that infrastructure assets at Emu Point, such 
as footpaths, are vulnerable in the immediate term, zero to five years, and additional assets, such as roads, access 
paths and leasehold caravan park properties, will be susceptible in the short term, five to 25 years. In addition to 
the built assets, the CHRMAP identified intolerable risk to natural assets, such as the beach and foreshore vegetation, 
which hold significant value in various forms—economic, social and ecological. It has also been noted by the 2019 
Seashore Engineering report, which supported the coastal hotspots report, that a lack of protective action or a managed 
retreat approach could compromise the structural stability of the existing revetment, putting additional assets such 
as paths, roads and car parks, as well as the revetment itself, at risk from erosion hazards. 
The need for urgent action has recently been highlighted by acute ongoing erosion at the site during April 2021, 
which has damaged existing infrastructure, such as footpaths, and created safety risks for visitors to the area, as 
I have highlighted. It would be greatly appreciated by my constituents—and I am sure the broader WA community—
if the minister could provide an update on what efforts and progress is being made to address the issues at Emu Point, 
along with those at other coastal erosion hotspots in WA. I thank the minister for taking my grievance. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [9.39 am]: I thank the member for Albany for her 
grievance. She is correct. Last week I visited Albany with the member. It was a really good day, and we went to 
a number of places. We looked at some of the work that has been completed at Middleton Beach, in particular the 
seawall. I was involved in that project in the last term of government, initially really as Minister for Lands through 
DevelopmentWA. It was great to see some of the progress that has been made at Middleton Beach. We then went 
to Emu Point and out onto the water in Oyster Harbour as well. The member took me for a tour around the coastline 
there and to a key point at Emu Point where there has been significant erosion. As the member outlined, some of 
the more recent severe weather in that area has caused significant damage to the coastline there, and a major path 
is being impacted. The member recounted her history and some of the stories about growing up and visiting the 
local beach. Of course, that beach was her local growing up as a young kid in Albany. 
Coastal erosion is a massive challenge and it is something I have spoken about in this place a number of times. In 
2019, the department released a hotspot analysis that identified areas around the state where infrastructure is at risk 
and really tried to provide a guide on how we would invest through a series of grants in the future. We are working 
collaboratively with local governments across the state to see how we can work together to, first, identify the 
problems and, then, identify the solution. As I said, the coastline is littered with bad solutions from the past, which 
in many instances continue to push the problem further or down the coast. What were seen as good solutions at 
the time have actually impacted more negatively further down the coast, as the erosion or sand was pushed to other 
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areas. We are very sensitive about that. That is why we put a lot of investment into working with councils to identify 
the best solutions. 
The government has been working with the City of Albany on coastal management issues for a long time. We are 
providing technical and financial support for Emu Point coastal data collection and engineering, investigation, 
modelling and structural design. More than 12 coastal grants, with total funding of more than $1 million, have been 
provided in the past. As the member outlined, that included the coastal hazard risk management and adaptation 
plan for Emu Point to Middleton Beach, which was adopted by the council in December 2020 and supported through 
a $75 000 coastal management plan assessment program grant. The CHRMAP really articulates the actions required—
both coastal protection work and the provision of greater guidance to the City of Albany, with support of the state, to 
manage its coastline. The city has a coastal management plan assistance program of $44 000 to prepare a foreshore 
management plan for Emu Beach, consistent with the CHRMAP. This will integrate coastal protection with 
landscape management strategies to guide further investment and uses. 
The member will be happy to know that today we are announcing our next round of our recipients for coastal grants, 
and I am pleased to say that Albany will receive two grants. These are two grants for the City of Albany. One is 
for $230 000 to complete the design and approvals for the new groynes at Emu Point and the other for $100 000 
to develop a CHRMAP for Princess Royal Harbour. These grants will help the city manage significant issues, 
particularly through Emu Point. We will also be announcing a number of other recipients today. Rottnest Island 
will get $1.7 million for urgent work across Thompson Bay south, and a number of other cities will receive funds 
today. They include the City of Busselton, the City of Cockburn, the City of Fremantle, the City of Greater Geraldton, 
the City of Joondalup, the City of Stirling and the City of Wanneroo. As I said, the Rottnest Island Authority will 
receive a grant. The Shire of Augusta–Margaret River will also receive grants today. The Shire of Broome will also 
receive some grants, member for Kimberley, in relation to Cable Beach and other surveys in the area. The Shire of 
Denmark, member for Warren–Blackwood, will also receive grants. There are also grants to the Shire of Gingin, 
Shire of Exmouth, Town of Cottesloe, Town of East Fremantle and Shire of Manjimup. There will be more work in the 
City of Albany, Ravensthorpe, Broome, Karratha and a number of Aboriginal communities. There is a long, long list. 
There are a lot of new grants, the details of which will be available through the website. In particular, I am very pleased 
to announce the work that will be undertaken through the City of Albany, member for Albany, and the cooperation and 
collaboration that we have with the City of Albany to help protect and manage the coastline in that area. 
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